Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2025/26 Form 3

Tu be cmpllhd by Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities®:
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure exceeded £25,000 but did not exceed
£15 million; or
* where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000
or less but that:
* are unable to certify themselves as exempt (fee payable); or
* have requested a limited assurance review (fee payable)

Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return 2025/26

1. Every smaller authority in England that either received gross income or incurred gross expenditure
exceeding £25,000 must complete Form 3 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return at the
end of each financial year in accordance with Proper Practices.

2. The Annual Governance and Accountability Return is made up of three parts, pages 3 to 6:

* The Annual Internal Audit Report must be completed by the authority's internal auditor.
* Sections 1 and 2 must be completed and approved by the authority.
* Section 3 is completed by the external auditor and will be returned to the authority.

3. The authority must approve Section 1, Annual Governance Statement, before approving Section 2,
Accounting Statements, and both must be approved and published on the authority website/webpage
before 1 July 2026.

4. An authority with either gross income or gross expenditure exceeding £25,000 or an authority with
neither income nor expenditure exceeding £25,000, but which is unable to certify itself as exempt, or is
requesting a limited assurance review, must return to the external auditor by email or post (not both)
no later than 30 June 2026 Reminder letters will incur a charge of £40 +VAT:

* the Annual Governance and Accountability Return Sections 1 and 2, together with

= a bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026

= an explanation of any significant year on year variances in the accounting statements
= notification of the commencement date of the period for the exercise of public rights

= Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26
Unless requested, do not send any additional documents to your external auditor, Your external auditor will

ask for any additional documents needed.

Once the external auditor has completed the limited assurance review and is able to give an opinion, the
Annual Governance and Accountability Return Section 1, Section 2 and Section 3 — External Auditor
Report and Certificate will be returned to the authority by email or post.

Publication Requirements

Under the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, authorities must publish the following information on the
authority website/webpage:

Before 1 July 2026 authorities must publish:

= Motice of the period for the exercise of public rights and a declaration that the accounting statements
are as yet unaudited;

= Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2025/26 approved and signed, page 4

» Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 approved and signed, page 5

Not later than 30 September 2026 authorities must publish:

» Notice of conclusion of audit

= Section 3 - External Auditor Report and Certificate

= Sections 1 and 2 of AGAR including any amendments as a result of the limited assurance review. It
is recommended as best practice, to avoid any potential confusion by local electors and interested
parties, that you also publish the Annual Internal Audit Report, page 3.
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Guidance notes on completing Form 3 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR) 2025/26

* The authority must comply with Proper Praclices in completing Sections 1 and 2 of this AGAR. Proper
Praciices are found in the Practitioners’ Guide® which is updated from time fo time and contains everything
needed to prepare successfully for the financial year-and and the subsequent work by the axiernal auditor.

* Make sure that the AGAR is complete (no highlighted boxes left empty) and is properly signed and dated. Any
amendments must be approved by the authority and properly initialled.

* The authority should receive and note the Annual Internal Audit Report before approving the Annual
Governance Statement and the accounts.

* Use the checklist provided below o review the AGAR for completeness before returning it to the external
auditor by amail or post (not both) no later than 30 June 2026

* The Annual Governance Statement (Section 1) must be approved before the Accounting Statements (Section
2) and evidenced by the agenda or minute references, even where approved on the same day.

« The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO) must certify the accounts (Section 2) before they are presented to
the authority for approval. The authority must in this order, consider, approve and sign the accounts.

* The RFO is required to commence the public rights period which must be a single period of 30 working days for
inspection ( this excludes weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

* You must inform your external auditor about any change of Clerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chair, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

* Make sure that the copy of the bank reconciliation to be sent to your external auditor with the AGAR covers all
the bank accounts. If the authority holds any short-term investments, note their value on the bank
reconciliation. The external auditor must be able to agree the bank reconciliation to Box 8 on the accounting
statements (Section 2, page 5). An explanation must be provided of any difference between Box 7 and Box
8. Maore help on bank reconciliation is available in the Practitioners’ Guide®.

* Explain fully significant variances in the accounting statements on page 5. Do not just send a copy of the detailed
accounting records instead of this explanation. The external auditor wants to know that you understand the
reasons for all variances. Include complete numerical and narrative analysis to support the full variance.

= Additional costs may be incurred if additional audit work is required.

* Make sure that the accounting statements add up and that the balance carried forward from the previous year
{Box T of 2025) equals the balance brought forward in the current year (Box 1 of 2026).

= The Responsible Financial Officer (RFO), on behalf of the authority, must set the commencement date for the
exercise of public rights which must be a single pericd of 30 working days for inspection (this excludes
weekends and public holidays) which must include the first 10 working days of July.

» The authority must publish on the authority website/webpage the information required by Regulation 15 (2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015, including the penod for the exercise of public rights and the name and
address of the external auditor before 1 July 2026

Completion checklist - ‘N0 answers mean you may nol have met requirements

Hawe all highlighted boxes have been completed?
Has all additional information requested, including the dates set for the period

for the exercise of public rights, been provided for the external auditor?
Intemal Audit Report | Have all highlighted boxes been completed by the internal auditor and explanations provided 7|
Section 1 For any statement to which the response is 'no’, has an explanation been published?
Section 2 Has the Responsible Financial Officer signed the accounting statements befora
presentation to the authority for approval?

Has the authority's approval of the accounting statements been confirmed
by the signature of the Chair of the approval meeting?

Has an explanation of significant variations been published where required?
Has the bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2026 been reconciled to Box 87
Has an explanation of any difference between Box 7 and Box 8 been provided?

Sections 1 and 2 Trust funds — have all disclosures been made if the authority as a body corporate is a
soke managing trustee? NB: do not send trust accounting statements unless requested.

éi\‘h\\\\\
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Annual Internal Audit Report 2025/26

F‘z GLEPORY  PARISH  (ouncCIC
VLW = GLEPNK -~ P . oV - UK

During the financial ended 31 March 2026, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the
Mﬂmwﬂmmmnﬂmnmammhmmw
controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The intemal audit for 2025/26 has been carried out in accordance with this authority’s needs and planned coverage.
On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the intemal audit conclusions are summarised in this table. Set
out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on whether, in all
WMmmmmmmmwmmmmmeﬁmnﬁalmrmammm
to meet the needs of this authority.

Internal control objective

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kept throughout the financial year.

B. This authority complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by invoices, all
expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

&mmmhsﬁnﬁmﬁmwadieﬂnghubjmiVmand reviewed the adequacy
of arrangements to manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress against
the budget was monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

EMMwWW.Mmmmm.wmwmﬁdanﬂpwﬂ 'U;
banked, and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Cash payments were property supported by receipts, all cash expenditure was approved and J
VAT appropriately accounted for,

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority's I
m.mmmmulmummmmww 1{

H. Asset and investments registers wera complete and accurate and properly maintained. ¥,
l. Peviodic bank account reconciliations were properly camied out during the year,

J mmmduhgﬂummmmdmhmmﬂgm:mm
and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit '/
trail from undertying records and where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded.

K. If the authority certified itself as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2024/25. it met the
exemption criteria and comectly declared itself exempt. (If the authority had a limited assurance J
review of its 2024/25 AGAR fick “not covered”)

L. The authority published the required information on a website/webpage up to date at the time of the
intemal audit in accordance with the relevant legisiation. Vv

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority comectly provided for a period for the exercise of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations (during the 202526 AGAR period,
weare public rights in relation fo the 2024-25 AGAR evidenced by a notice on the website and/or
authorily approved minufes confirming the dates set).

N. The authority has complied with the publication requirements for 2024/25 AGAR e

(868 AGAR Page 1 Guidance Noles). \f
©. The authority has complied with laws, regulations & proper practices relating to digital and data |

compliance.

P. (For local councils only)

Trust funds (including charitable) — The council met its responsibilities as a trustes. ]
Fwwﬂwrﬁmwhrmmwmmmmmtmwmmmmmﬂumlw.
Date(s) intemal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

Q?L[ c:‘-r]lé?..b ThcA0\ Pesices Ca.ess -f..m.)

SQeSeNT oae  O2|0M ) 2026
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2025/26

We acknowledge as the members of.

LENRA?  Prugit Cou=adl

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of interal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2026, that:

1. W have pul in place arrangements for eflecive financial propared df sccounting stalaments in accordance
managemeni during the year, and for the preparation of with the Accounfs and Audd Regulatbons
it BCorumnbing Stalemanis.

1. 'Wie mantained an adequabe systerm of inhemal control miade proger aranpemants and socepied responsibily
inchuding measures designed 1o prevent and detect fraud v’/ for safeguarding M publc Money and rESOUTes in
and oormuphion and revewed its effectreeness s charpe

3. W have SSsuned ourseheed thal there & No matlers has only done what f has the kegal power io do and has
of achusal of polential non-complancs with s, comphed with Propar Prachoss i downg 53
reguiations and Froper Practices thal could have a /
significaant financial effect on the ability of this
authority ko conduct its business or manage its
fnances

4. W provided proper opportunity during fhe year for duning the year gave a¥ persans mnleresfed the opporfundy fo
e exercise of ekechors' rights in accomdance wilh e mapect and ek gueshons aboul his aufhonty's SCCOUNS
requirerments of he Accounts and Auwdit Reguiatons.

5. We camiad out an assessment of the risks facing this considend and documented the financial and other ks o
imifhiity and ook appropnale sieps to manage those / faces and diad willi e ey
fisks, including the miroduction of inlemal coninos andior
exbermal inswance cover whens required

6. Ve mairitained throughout i year an adequate and aranged for 3 compeient person, mdependent of ihe fnancial
eflactive system of nbemal audil of the accounting / contnis and procadures, o gnee an obyecinag viw on whalher
fecnids Snd control Syshems. irdevmal controds meel ire meads of fhis smaler aulhonty

T. Wi 1ok appropriabe action on all matiers rised ‘./ responded o matiers brought ho 2 affenton by iremal and
in reports. from inbermal and edernal audd. gutarnal audf

8. We considernsd whathar any itigation, kabiites or disciosed everything i showld have about ifs busingss acinaly
COMmMItmBnts, avents o ransactions, occurmng eithaer dumng fhie pear including seands tslang place affer the year
during or after the year-end, have a financial impac) an u;' end o rlgvant
this authonty and, whers appropnate, haee mcuded them
in the accounting stalemants

4, (For local councils only) Trust funds including has met ail of ifs esponsibites whens, as a body
charftable. In our capacity as the sole managing corpovale, i /S 8 solk managing tuses of a local
trusies we discharged our &ccountability trust of [Fusts
reaponsibilities for the fund{s)iassets, including v“,
financial reporting and, if required, independent
examination or auwdit.

10. Wi have put in place arrangaments for tha efiecte IT / has made swiable amangements lor ifs IT and data
and dats management in accomance with proper managemen and has comped willh proper praciices in
practices during e year under review doung 5o

“Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘Mo’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheets must be published with the Annual
Govemnance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meating of the authornty on: approval was given:
% 4 | 1026 i
and recordied as minute reference: Chair fa“““’ﬂ/ﬁ"“""
6] Y

WY - FUERNA - L. V. Uik
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Section 2 - Accounting Statements 2025/26 for

GLeEP Pr?

Py

(OU AL

must

1. Balances brought

Tolal balances and reserves ﬂ!i‘fmbﬂgrmmgafﬂhyw

forward as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree
”I.SLI'FI I'DE'ET-E to Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precept or Ratas and é . - 5 Total amount of precapt (or for IDBS rates and levias)
Levies received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
5 ';':’ l" o 1 L tf-f received.
3. (+) Total other receipis i Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or ratesfevias received (line 2). Include any
"u"l‘ D_Tc? thfu'bg granis received.
4. (-) Staff costs Total sxpenditure or payments made fo and on behalf
- of all amployeas. Include gross salanas and wages,
1301‘51 1:} L|“ § | | employers Ni contributions, employers pension
contribitions, gratuiiss and severance payments.
5. (-} Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interes!
repayments o (] made during the year on the authonity's bormowings (if any).

6. (-) All other paymenis

B>12S

8,186

Tolal expendifure or paymeanis as recorded in the cash-
book kess stalf cosis (ine 4) and loan interestcapilal
rapayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried

Total balances and reservaes al the end of the year.

forward 108, LT1Y [ 110348 | mustequal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6)

B. Total value of cash and ) The sum of all curment and deposit bank accounts, cash

shotterminvestments | [OX £ 773 | j1o. Y4 & | holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March —
! To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus _? The value of all the property the autharity owns — it is made
long term investments J up of all its fived assels and long tarm investments as af
and assets iﬁfr,alll :J'X 'q}Lr 31 March

10. Total borrowings Tha oulstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all lnans

o (B from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2026 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Retumn have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
or income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Govemance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Praciitioners’ Guide to Proper Praclices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval.

L

13[4 106

Date

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

R[4 Jre2¢
as recorded in minute reference:
6

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the Accounting
Staternents were approved

KM““(/’./;"”"?
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2025/26

In respect of

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAD). A mited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carmied out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a imited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Govemance and
Accountability Retum in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02) as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the MAQ website —

https.//iwww.nao.org. uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has

a sound system of intemal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2026 and )

= confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as extemal auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2025/26

(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis. of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and MMH
MWMMhmimzdwmmmnﬁwmm Hmnnmm%ﬁnwmlu
no ofher matiers have come to our attention giving cause for concem that relevant legistation and regulatory requirements have not been met.
("delete as appropriate).

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw o the attenton of the authaority:

{continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2025/26

We certify/do not certify* that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Retum, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2026

[ do not certify completion because:

External Auditor Signature Date
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