GWENNAP PARISH COUNCIL. SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION AND POLICY
Declaration

GWENNAP PARISH COUNCIL is dedicated to safeguarding the welfare, safety, and overall well-being of all
community members and those participating in activities associated with the Parish Council. Our primary focus is
on the protection of children, young people, adults at risk of harm, neglect, and abuse, as well as the staff and
volunteers who interact with them.

This safeguarding policy outlines our commitment to safeguarding, the procedures to be followed, and the
responsibilities of all members of the council.

Safeguarding children and adults at risk of harm, neglect and abuse is everyone’s responsibility.

In this policy a child is defined as a person under the age of 18 (The Children Act 1989)

We will adhere to all relevant legislation and guidance, including but not limited to the Children Act 1989 and
2004, the Care Act 2014, and the relevant safeguarding boards' guidelines.

We will take safeguarding concerns seriously, prioritising the welfare of individuals at risk.
We will promote a culture that is committed to preventing harm, ensuring openness and transparency.

Aims
The aim of this policy document is to guide members of Gwennap Parish Council should any child protection issue
or any issues with adults at risk of neglect and abuse rise during their work.

Policy Objective:

. To ensure that where possible all facilities and activities offered by the Parish Council are designed and
maintained to reduce the risk to children and adults at risk of harm, neglect and abuse.

. To promote the general welfare, health and development of children by being aware of child protection
issues and to be able to respond where appropriate as a local government association.

. To develop procedures in recording and responding to accidents and complaints and to alleged or
suspected incidents of abuse and neglect.

. As the Parish Council does not directly provide care or supervision services to children and adults at risk of

neglect and abuse, it expects all children and adults at risk of neglect and abuse using its facilities to do so with
the consent and the necessary supervision of a parent, carer or other responsible adult.

Responsibilities and Procedures

The Parish Council will:

- Designate a Safeguarding Officer(s) responsible for overseeing safeguarding matters.
- Provide training to council members and relevant staff on safeguarding issues.

- Maintain thorough records of safeguarding concerns, actions taken, and outcomes.

- Collaborate with external agencies and partners as required in safeguarding cases

The Safeguarding Officer(s), Councillors and Clerk will be responsible for:
Ensuring that before any Parish Council organised event with children or adults at risk of harm, neglect and abuse,
the Designated Safeguarding Lead briefs participants appropriately.

Ensuring that members are aware of the risk they may face in certain circumstances whilst carrying out their
duties.

Ensuring that whilst Council members are unlikely to be involved with children during the performance of their
duties, they are mindful of the risk they face.

Ensuring that before any volunteers or paid members of staff are recruited to work with children and vulnerable
persons they are interviewed, and two references taken up.

All staff and volunteers will undergo relevant safeguarding checks and training. Decisions on whether any person
should be DBS checked will be made by the Safeguarding Officer(s) following a risk assessment. The Safeguarding
Officer(s) will maintain a central record of these checks and training.

Ensuring that in the event of a contractor, working directly for the Parish Council, being deemed to be working in
any area where children or adults at risk of harm, neglect and abuse may be at risk, then that contractor will be
asked to provide their Safeguarding Policy.

Ensuring that any organisation which may make contact with children or adults at risk of neglect and abuse shall
be required to show proof of its own appropriate Safeguarding Policy before being allowed to participate in the use
of any council owned facilities.



GWENNAP PARISH COUNCIL. SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION AND POLICY

Councillors will adhere to the 'List of Recommended Behaviour’ namely:
- A minimum of two adults present when supervising children.
- Not to play physical contact games.
- Adults to wear appropriate clothing at all times.
- Ensure that accidents are recorded in an accident book.
- Never do anything of a personal nature for a young person.

Reporting Procedures
The Council will promote an environment where individuals feel safe to report concerns.

Any concerns of any safeguarding issues must be reported to the designated Safeguarding Officer.
Follow established procedures for reporting concerns to the relevant local authorities and safeguarding boards.
Keep records of any incidents or allegations a person may make to any council member or volunteer.

Refer cases of suspected abuse or allegations to the Designated Safeguarding Lead who will be responsible for
ensuring the matter is handled in accordance with the Local Safeguarding
procedures.

Photography

All photography should be made in public where young people are involved. The child or young person should be
happy with having their picture taken. The names of children or young people should not be used in photographs
or video footage, unless with the express permission of the child or young person’s parent.

There may be occasions when photographs of groups of children are taken at public events, e.g., at the opening of
a playground. Permission to use such images in the press, in village magazines, or on the website would not
normally be expressly sought; this is common practice.

Confidentiality
The Council will maintain confidentiality in safeguarding matters, sharing information only on a need-to-know
basis.

Review

The Council will regularly review and update this policy to ensure it remains in line with current legislation and
best practices.

All Councillors are to be provided with a copy of the Safeguarding Policy and are required to read, acknowledge
and sign to confirm they will abide by it. All new Councillors will also be required to sign.

Having read the Policy, they should be proactive in providing a safe environment for children and vulnerable people
who are involved in Parish Council activities.

Adopted: 14t May 2025
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)-\DDITIONAL INFORMATION
Where to Report Concerns

e The Multi Agency Referral Unit — 0300 1231 116 for help, advice, and guidance if you suspect a child or young
person is being abused or to make a referral.

e The Adult Safeguarding Triage Team on 01872 326433 if you are concerned about an adult.
¢ Adult Safeguarding Out of Hours — 01208 251300
e Call 999 if someone is in immediate danger

Anyone can also make a referral about someone you think may be causing harm by calling the numbers above.

Contact details for the designated Safeguarding Officer(s).



